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More about the Charles Nathanson Lecture Series 

Chuck loved to get people talking to each other despite obstacles. Whether those obstacles took the form of the 
U.S.-Mexican Border, where to put an airport, or what to do about the education gap, Chuck believed in the 
power of communication. No wonder he loved serving as the Executive Director of the San Diego Dialogue from 
1991 till 2003. The Dialogue, a bi-national civic group based at the University of California, San Diego, is the 
leading forum for policy, research and public education on the San Diego/Baja California region. 

An admirer of Adam Smith, Herbert Marcuse, and thoughtfulness in general, Chuck earned his B.A. at Harvard. 
He worked for IF Stone on the (in)famous Weekly, writing the inside pages, before earning his Ph.D. from 
Brandeis University, where he also taught. After a stint teaching at the England Conservatory of Music, he joined 
the Sociology Department at the University of California, San Diego in 1980. 

In 1990, Chuck and The Dialogue discovered each other. From then on, he served on many community boards, 
including the San Diego Convention & Visitors Bureau, the Advisory Council of the Immigration Museum of New 
Americans, the Advisory Committee for the Port of San Diego, and the Strategic Framework Citizens Committee 
for the City of San Diego. He also served on the Citizen Advisory Committee for Transportation --SANDAG and 
the MTDB Community Leaders committee. 

His positive outlook and energy made Chuck widely admired and loved. His friends and family have created this 
memorial lectureship to commemorate Chuck and his values. 

The Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, UCSD is one of the premier institutes for social science 
research and economic and social policy on Mexico and U.S.-Mexican relations. The Center 
supports research relevant to current policy issues in Mexico and to the binational 
relationship in close collaboration with social scientists at Mexican institutions. In addition, 
most of the Center's research involves comparative studies with a substantial Mexico 
component. 

For more information and driving directions, please visit the Center's website at 
usmex.ucsd.edu. For event specific information, please contact Greg Mallinger at (858) 822-
1696 or by e-mail at gmallinger@ucsd.edu. 


