
The MexLinks Consortium for

Technology Access and

Educational Advancement:

Applying Internet2



Richard Durán & Betsy Brenner
UCSB

Rosa Montes
 BUAP

Sylvia Rojas Drummond
 UNAM

James I. Grieshop
 UC Davis

Olga Vasquez & Michael Cole
UC San Diego

Charles Underwood
UCOP

e-mail: mexlinks@education.ucsb.edu



Overview: With sponsorship from the UC Mexus
Program and Conacyt México, faculty researchers
and students from universities in México and the U.S.
are using Internet2 resources to facilitate
communication and research on after school computer
clubs serving youths and adults in both countries as
part of a collaborative known as MexLinks.



Mexlinks consortium 1994-2002

zEstablishment of discussion groups and
participation in existing lists - 1994-present

zIn situ exchanges between researchers

zJoint undertakings (research projects, workshops,
5th Dimension sites)

zBilingual Electronic Seminar 1997-1999

zBilingual Electronic Seminar via Internet2 (2002)



ContextContext

ØØ ExponentialExponential  increaseincrease in  in availableavailable
informationinformation  ((InformationInformation  SocietySociety))

ØØ Increase of demands on schools andIncrease of demands on schools and
schoolingschooling

ØØ MismatchMismatch  betweenbetween  availableavailable  technologytechnology
andand  knowledgeknowledge base  base ofof  usersusers



ContextContext

ØØ IncreaseIncrease in  in technology access distributedtechnology access distributed
unevenly across unevenly across social social groups andgroups and
countriescountries

ØØ Initial optimismInitial optimism has  has givengiven  wayway  toto a more a more
realistic appraisal of possibiltiesrealistic appraisal of possibilties  andand
limitations of technologylimitations of technology

ØØ Need toNeed to  understand understand more more deeply thedeeply the
affordances provided affordances provided by by interconnectivityinterconnectivity



National and Transnational Issues:

Our target populations in México and the U.S. are
Mexicano origin children and families who have had
limited opportunities to benefit from the education
system in both countries. In both countries these are
often families with low incomes, limited parental
formal educational levels, and low access to
computers in home settings. In the U.S. the target
population consists of many families who have
immigrated to the U.S. from México in search of
employment.

The target populations in both countries share a
common linguistic and cultural heritage, and a rich
ongoing need for intercommunication and sharing of
resources tied to development of families and
communities across national boundaries.



MexLinks after school computer sites
supplement and enrich the everyday schooling
of children by having them engage in learning
activities mediated by technology. These
activities feature use of higher order thinking
and communication skills supporting
educational progress up through secondary
school and preparation for college.



ResearchResearch  networknetwork  andand  activityactivity  systemsystem

ØØ ActivitiesActivities
ll web pagesweb pages

ll mailmail

ll seminarsseminars

ll workshopsworkshops

ll exchangesexchanges
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UsingUsing  electronic electronic media media forfor
interconnectivityinterconnectivity - Internet 2 - Internet 2

ØØ MultidiscilinayMultidiscilinay  bilingualbilingual  seminarseminar: : FebruaryFebruary
toto  JulyJuly, 2002, 2002

ØØ 5 5 sessionssessions  ofof real-time  real-time connectionconnection

ØØ TopicTopic: : Children’s cognitive andChildren’s cognitive and
sociolinguistic developmentsociolinguistic development  and access toand access to
educationeducation



DiversityDiversity  ofof  ParticipantsParticipants

ØØ Disciplines: Disciplines: psychologypsychology, (socio), (socio)linguisticslinguistics,,
anthropologyanthropology  educationeducation, , communicationscommunications

ØØ CountriesCountries: México, Estados Unidos: México, Estados Unidos

ØØ 6 “6 “institutionsinstitutions” (UCSB, UCSD, UC-” (UCSB, UCSD, UC-
BerkeleyBerkeley, UC-, UC-DavisDavis, BUAP, UNAM), BUAP, UNAM)

ØØ Cross-Cross-levellevel: : researchersresearchers, , graduategraduate
studentsstudents, , undergraduatesundergraduates



Problems and challengesProblems and challenges

ØØ Technological imbalancesTechnological imbalances

ØØ LanguageLanguage

ØØ Cultural Cultural differencesdifferences

ØØ Differences stemming from diverseDifferences stemming from diverse
disciplinary backgroundsdisciplinary backgrounds

ØØ CoordinationCoordination ( (working acrossworking across time  time zoneszones))

ØØ InteractionInteraction  managementmanagement ( (turnsturns, balance,, balance,
equipresenceequipresence))



AffordancesAffordances

ØØ ConvertConvert  problemsproblems  intointo  momentsmoments  oror
opportunities for learningopportunities for learning

ØØ ““Form follows failureForm follows failure””

ØØ Revise Revise strategiesstrategies  andand  practicespractices, , fitfit
interaction to mediuminteraction to medium



Next Steps

In the next academic year we plan to implement
a bilingual seminar involving additional
students from each site

 We will also implement:

Site research exchanges

Exchanges among children and
community members


